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Reading of the audience for the image in the
printed newspapers and its influential factors:
Field study using a sample of newspapers readers
in the city of Riyadh Saudi Arabia

Dr.Mohammed Solimaan Alsubihi @

Abstract:

When reading an image an Individual depends on the cognitive
activities which include the attention, consciousness, recalling and
representation of the information, who is affected by self-factors which
belongs to the individual himself, his environment and his needs, and
external factors belongs to the cognitive stimulation itself as the color
and the size and the subject and the speed, therefore this study seeks
to identify visual cognitive processes for the journalistic image by the
readers, and kinds of the journalistic images that they prefer, and there
motives towards attention to image and the influential factors affecting
this. This study employed the quantitative scientific method field
survey using the questioner instrument followed by the media studies
literature to learn the way readers of the printed newspapers realize
the journalistic images and the reasons forcing them to read it which
contributes to the identification of patterns describing the phenomenon
studied and identify the relationship between the variables. The sample
of this study are readers of Saudi newspapers living in Riyadh city, a

random sample was drawn from this community which consist of 474

(1) Professor at the College of Media and Communication at Imam Muham-
mad Bin Saud Islamic University - Riyadh.
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readers based on the education and career level as an approach. This
study managed to interpret (53%) from interaction of the readers with
the journalistic image through (19) indicator classified into five themes
which measure the level of interaction based on the readers degree of
efforts in dealing with the journalistic image. Also, the result indicates
that readers of the Saudi newspapers highly interact with journalistic
images five themes with an average of (3.224.00/). The factor analysis
results sorted descending are: drawing attention and understanding
and remembering, and the general look at the image personalities, and
the link between the image and the journalistic text, and achieving the
professional employment of the image, and analyzing the elements of
the journalistic image, and the reasons motivating the readers of the
Saudi newspapers to be interested in the image. The study interpreted
(53%) of the reasons through (77) variables classified into two themes,
and the study under these two themes, that explain the motivation,
measure the degree of motivation achievement in the sample group.
The results showed that level of motivation in the individuals of
the sample towards reading and interest in the image is very high
around (3.364.00/). This means that dependence of the newspapers
on the image and considering it as an independent communication
message or accompanying for the journalistic text and important
source in pushing of the audience to reading of the newspaper and its
preference. Furthermore, the most favorable images by the readers are
images of the subjects and the events with an average of (3.61), then
caricature images with an average of (3.38), third aesthetic and plastic

images with average of (3.07), Fourth, the readers preferred personal
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images with an average of (3.06), Lastly, the readers preferred the
histograms, tables and numbers with an average of (2.63), Taking into
consideration the factors that affect the interaction of the readers with
the journalistic image which are: drawing attention and understanding
and remembering, and the general look at the image personalities, and
the link between the image and the journalistic text, and achieving the
professional employment of the image, and analyzing the elements of
the journalistic image this study concluded using multiple regression
coefficient that the influential factors on readers interactions in the
light of the five themes that the interaction is affected in the first
degree by the quality of the image and artistic beauty, and is affected
to a second degree by pictures of characters then images of subjects,
drawings and tables by a third degree. However, the rest of the factors
which are image content and its functional contents, age, education,
type, caricature images, artistic images did have a lower impact where
it did only contribute to one or two of the thymes of the interaction

between readers and journalistic images.
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(1) Carol B. Schwalbe. (2013): Visually Framing the Invasion and Occupation
of Iraq in TIME, Newsweek, and U.S. News & World Report, International
Journal of Communication, vol, 7 pp, 239-262.

(2) Shahira Fahmy , Rico Neumann)2012): Shooting War Or Peace Photographs?
An Examination of Newswire's Coverage of the Conflict in Gaza (2008-2009)
American Behavioral Scientist February« vol. 56, no. 2,pp-15-95.
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